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BY  HEZEKIAH  NILES. 


IN    SEVEN    PARTS. 


l^t  Specimens  ol'thc  early  laws  and  proceedintrs  of  Great  Britain  to  prevcft  the  establisl 
ment  of  manufactures  in  her  American  colonies,  to  preserve  a  monopoly  of  their  trac 
and  perpetuate  an  abject  dependence  on  the  "mother  country"— with  some  brief  remarks. 

2iid.  An  instance  of  the  feelings  caused  by  those  laws  and  proceedings,  with  an  extract  from 
letter  of  Dr.  Franklin. 

3d.  Extract  from  the  journals  of  the  revolationary  congress. 

4th.  Notices  of  the  condition  of  the  new  states  immediately  after  the  peace  of  1783,  with  r 
marks,  and  an  account  of  some  of  the  local  laws  and  proceedings  had  thereon. 

5th.  The  original  design  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Cth.  Proceedings  in  the  first  congress  under  the  constitution. 

7th.  The  Baltimore  peution,  &c.  of  1789. 


PART  I. 

Preamble  to  an  act  16  Charles  II.  [about  1661-2.] 

*'And  in  regard  to  his  majesty's  plantations  beyond 

seas,  are  inhabited  and  peopled  by  his   subjects  of 

this  kingdom    of  England,    for    the    maintaining   a 

greater  correspondence  and  kindness  between  them, 

AND   KEEPING  THEM  IN  A  FIRMER  DEPENDENCE  UPON  IT; 

and  rendering  Ihem  yet  more  beneficial  and  advan- 
tageous unto  it  in  the  further  employment  and  in- 
crease of  English  shipping  and  seamen,  vent  of 
English  woollens  and  other  manufactures  and 
commodities,  rendering  the  navigation  to  and  from 
the  same  more  safe  and  cheap,  and  making  ^xnis 
KINGDOM  a  staple  not  only  of  the  commodities  of 
these  plantations,  but  also  of  the  commodities  of 
other  countries  and  places  for  the  supplying  of  them, 

AND  it  being  the  USAGE  OF  OTHER  NATIONS  TO  KEEP 
THEIR  PLANTATION  TRADE  TO  THEMSELVES.  Be  it  en- 
acted,"  &.C. 


But  as  the  colonists  rapidiy  increased  in  numbers? 
and  more  widely  extended  their  manufactures,  Bri- 
tish jealousy  was  excited,  and  various  complaints 
preferred  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  trade  and 
plautaiions  and  to  parliament,  that  the  colonists 
were  setting  up  manufaciures  injurious  to  them  and 
the  parent  country.  Whereupon  the  British  house 
of  commons  in  IISI,  directed  the  board  of  trade  and 
plantations  to  make  a  report,  >*with  respect  to  laws 
made,  manufactures  set  up,  or  trade  carried  on  in 
the  colonies,  detrimental  to  the  trade,  manufactures 
or  navigation  of  Great  Britain."  In  pursuance  of 
this  order,  the  board  of  trade  made  a  report  in 
which  it  is  stated,  that  the  following  complaints  have 
i^ecu  lately  made  to  this  board  against  some  planta- 


tion laws,  viz:  "In  Massachusetts  Bay  an  act  ■„ 
made  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  paper,  whi 
law  interferes  loith  the  profit  made  by  the  British  rai 
chant,  of  pnper  sent  thither." 

The  commissioners  further  observed — <'Howevi 
the  high  price  cf  labor^  in  general,  in  America,  r( 
dered  it  impracticable  for  people  there  to  manuf; 
ture  their  linen  cloth  at  less  than  twenty  per  ce 
more  than  the  rate  in  England,  or  woollen  cloth 
less  than  fifty  per  cent,  dearer  than  that  which 
exported  from  home  for  sale.  It  ivere  to  be  whi 
that  some  expedient  might  be  fallen  upon  to  direct  th 
thoughts  from  such  undertakings,  so  vnich  the  rather, 
cause  tltete  manufactures,  in  p'ocess  of  time,  may  be  c 
vied  on  in  a  greattr  degree,  unless  an  early  stop  be  pui 
their  progress  by  empl"ying  Ihetn  in  naval  fi  res!! 

And  add'  in  reference  to  certain  statements  rece 
ed  from  governors  of  different  provinces — "it  is  ( 
servable,  that  there  are  more  trades  carried  on  a 
manufactures  set  up  in  the  provinces  on  the  cor 
nent  of  America  to  the  northxcard  of  Virginia,  pre 
dicial  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  Great  Bnta 
parlicularly  in  JVeio  England,  than  in  any  other  of 
British  colonies;  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
their  soil,  climate  and  produce  being  pretty  nea 
the  same  with  ours,  they  have  no  staple  commouii 
of  their  own  growth  to  exchange  for  cur  manuf 
tures.  which  puts^hem  under  greater  necessity, 
well  as  under  greater  temptations,  for  providing 
themselves  at  home;  to  which  may  be  atlded,  in 
charier  governments,  t!ie  little  dependence  they  h 
upon  the  mother  country,  and,  consequently  tht  less 
slraint  they  are  under  in  any  matters  detrimental  t6 
interests.  And,  therefore,  we  humbly  beg  leave 
repeat  and  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  this  hoftora 
house,  the  substance  of  what  we  formerly  propo 
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in  our  report  on  Ibe  silk,  linen  and  wouilen  manu- 
factures herein  before  recited,  namely^  whether  it 
night  not  be  expedient  to  give  these  colonies, /tto- 
ftr  encouragements  for  turning  their  industry  to  such 
manu/uctures  and  products  as  might  be  of  service  to 
Great -^ri^ain,  and  more  particularly  to  the  produc- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  naval  stores." 

Sir  Joshua  Child,  in  his  "Discourse   on  Trade," 
says:     "That  New   England  is  the    most  prejudicial 
plantation  to   this   kingdom,''^     In    proof  of  which   he 
,  says — "1  am  uow  to  write  of  a  people,  whose  frugali- 

^-       tv ,  industry,  temperance,  and  the  happiness  of  whose 
r  i;-  .3  and  institutions  promise  to  them  long  life  with 

a  ivonderful  increase  of  people,  riches,  and  power; 
and  although  no  men  ought  to  envy  that  virtue  and 
tvisdom  in  others  which  themselves  can  or  will  not 
practise,  but  rather  to  commend  and  admire  it;  yet  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  man  primarily  to 
respect  the  welfare  of  his  native  country;  and, 
therefore,  though  1  may  otl'end  some  whom  I  would 
not  willingly  displease,  1  cannot  omit,  in  the  progress 
of  this  discourse,  to  take  notice  of  some  particulars, 
wherein  Old  England  suffers  diminution  by  the 
growth  of  these  colonies  settled  in  New  England, 
and  how  that  plantation  differs  from  those  more  soulh- 
trly  with  respect  to  the  gain  or  loss  of  this  kingdom." 
The  Boston  Independent  Chronicle,  of  April  1766, 
published  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  London,  dated 
March  28,  1766,  as  follows;  "The  parliament  are 
much  concerned  for  fear  the  Americans  should  set 
up  manufactures  of  their  own,  which  they  are  told  will 
certainly  be  the  case,  unless  they  give  us  a  free  and 
extensive  trade,  which  they  seem  much  inclined  to 
do;  and  I  make  not  the  least  doubt  the  Americans 
will  be  on  a  much  better  footing  than  they  have  ever 
yet  been,  and  thought  of  more  consequence." 

Extracts  from,  or  abslraet  of,  the  act  of  the  BrttisJi  par- 
liament, of  23  Geo.  II,  A.  D.   1760. 

"An  act  to  encourage  the  importation  of  pig  and 
oar  iron  from  bis  majesty's  colonies  in  America,  and 
^  to  prevent  the  erection  of  any  mill  or  other  engine 
fdr  slitting  or  rolling  iron,  or  any  plating  forge,  to 
work  with  a  tilt  hammer;  or  any  furnace  for  making 
sle.el  in  any  of  the  said  colonies. 

Whereas  the  importation  of  bar  iron  from  his 
majesty's  colonies  in  America  into  the  port  of  Lon- 
don," and  the  importation  of  pig  iron  from  the  said 
colonies  into  any  port  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
manufacture  of  such  bar  and  pig  iron  in  Great 
Bi  ilajn,  will  be  a  great  advantage  not  only  to  the 
said  colonies,  but  also  to  this  kingdom,  by  furnishing 
th.e  manufacturers  of  iron  with  a  supply  of  that 
useful  and  necessary  commodity,  and  by  means  there- 
of large  sums  of  money,  now  annually  paid  for  iron 
to  torei^ners^  will  be  sared  to  this  kingdom,  and  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  woollen  and  other  manufac- 
tures of  Great  Britain  will  be  exported  to  America 
in  exchange  for  such  iron  so  imported." 

It  is  enacted  that  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of 
June  1750,  '*the  several  and  respective  subsidies," 
customs,  impositions^  rates  and  duties  now  payable 
»'on  pig  and  bar  iron  made  in,  and  exported  (rom 
his  inajesty's  colonies  in  America  into  Great  Britain, 
shall  cease,  determine,  and  be  no  longer  paid, — 
"Anti  that  pig  and  Dar  iron  made  in  his  majesty's  co- 
lonies in  America,  may  be  further  manufactured  in  this 
kingdom,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that  from  and  after  the  twenty  fourth  day  of 
Jane  1750,  no  mill  or  other  engine  for  slitting  or 
roiling  of  iron  or  any  plating  forge  to  work  with  a 
tilt  hammer,  or  any  furnace  for  making  steel  shall  be 
erected,  or  aftrr  such  erection^  continued  in  any  of  his 
7najesty''s  colonies  in  jlmerica"  under  penalty  of  L200 
for  every  buch  mill,  engine,  forge  or  furnace.  Eve- 
ry such  mill  <^c.  shall  be  deemed  a  common  nuisance 
"and  the  governor,  lieutenant  governor  or  command- 


er in  chief  of  his  majesty's  colonies  in  AmefiCi 
where  any  such  mill,  &c.  shall  be  erected  or  conl! 
nued,  shall  order  or  cause  every  such  mills  &c,  to  b( 
abated  within  the  space  of  thirty  days  next  after  in- 
formation given  and  made  as  aforesaid,  and  if  any 
governor,  lieutenant  governor,  or  eommander  io 
chief  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do,  he  shall  for 
every  such  offence  forfeit  L500,  and  from  thence- 
forth be  disabled  to  hold  or  enjoy  any  office  of  trust 
or  profit  under  his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors. 
That  from  and  after  the  said  24th  day  of  June  every 
governor,  lieutenant  governor  or  commander  in  chief/ 
shall  forthwith  transmit  to  the  commissioners  for 
trade  and  plantations,  a  certificate  under  bis  hand 
and  seal  of  otiice  containing  a  particular  account 
of  every  mill  or  engine  for  slitting  or  rolling  of  iron, 
and  every  plating  forge  to  work  with  a  tilt  hammer^ 
and  every  furnace  for  making  steel,  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  this  act,  erected  in  his  co- 
lony, expressing  also  in  the  said  certificate  such  of 
them  as  are  used,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  pro- 
prietor or  proprietors  of  each  such  mill,  engine, 
forge  or  furnace,,  and  the  place  where  each  such 
mill,  eng^inc,  forge  or  furnace  is  erected,  and  the 
number  of  engines,  forges  and  furnaces  in  the  said 
colony,  and  if  any  governor,  lieutenant  governor  or 
commander  in  chief  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do 
within  six  months  after  the  said  24th  of  June,  he 
shall  be  subject  to  such  penalties  and  forfeitures  as 
any  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  is  liable  to,  for 
any  offence  committed  against  (his  act,  to  be  recover- 
ed in  like  manner  as  is  by  this  act  directed  for  the 
same. 

In  pursuance  of  the  preceding  act,  the  following 
circular  was  addressed  to  the  governors  of  the  se- 
reral  colonies. 

Whitehall,  \ 4th  April,  1750. 
Sir — The  king  having  given  his  royal  assent  at 
the  last  sessions  of  parliament,  to  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  encourage  the  importation  of  pig  and  bar 
iron  from  his  majesty's  colonies  in  America,  and  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  any  mill  or  other  engine  for 
slitting  or  rolling  of  iron  or  any  plating  forge  to 
work  wi4h  a  lilt  hammer,,  or  any  furnace  for  making 
steel  in  any  of  the  said  colonies,  which  act  is  to  take 
place  the  24th  of  June  next,  and  his  majesty's  go- 
vernors in  North  America  having  particular  instruc- 
tions given  them  therein,  I  have  the  king's  com- 
mands to  transmit  it  to  you  to  the  end  that  you  may 
have  the  same  duly  published  and  observed  through- 
out your  government. 

1  am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient. 
Humble  servant, 

BEDFORD, 
Gov.  of  ^»to  Hampshire. 

^'^ Portsmouth,  January  10,  1750-51. 
May  it  please  your  grace. 

As  soon  as  your  grace's  commands  of  the  14th  of 
April  last  came  to  my  hands  enclosing  an  act  of  par- 
Tiament,  to  which  his  majesty  had  been  pleased  to 
give  his  royal  assent,  to  encourage  the  importation 
of  pig  and  bar  iron  from  his  majesty's  colonies  in 
America,  to  prohibit  the  erecting  of  any  mill  or 
other  engine  for  slitting  or  rolling  of  iron,  or  any 
plating  forge  to  work  with  a  tilt  hammer,  or  any 
furnace  for  making  steel  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
plantations,  I  caused  the  said  act  to  be  published  in 
the  most  public  manner,  and  issued  my  orders  to 
the  respective  towns  within  my  government,  to  lodge 
in  the  secretary's  office,  within  a  time  therein  limit- 
ed, an  account  of  all  such  mills  or  engines,  as  by  a 
copy  of  the  said  order  and  my  certificate  annexed 
will  appear.  Besides  this  general  order,  I  have  made 
a  more  particular  inquiry,  and  1  am  fully  satisfied 
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ere   is  not  witliin   the  limits  of  New  Hompshire, 
ly   such   miJI   or  engine,  and   but  one    forge    that 
'lakes  bar  iron. 

1  am,  my  lord 

Your  graces'  most  faithful  servant, 

BEN.MNG  WENTWORTH." 

Jlct  of  5  George  11 .  Chnfy.  22. 
Whereas  the  art  and  mystery  of  making  hats  in 
real  Britain  hath  arrived  to  great  perfection,  and 
onsiderable  quantities  of  hats  manufactured  in  this 
sitigdom  have  heretofore  been  transported  ^o  his 
■  lajesty's  plantations  or  colonies  in  America,  who 
iiave  been  wholly  supplied  wilh  hats  from  Great 
Britain — unA  whereas  great  quantities  of  hats  have  of 
lie  years  been  made,  and  the  said  matmfucture  is  daily  in- 
rreasivg  in  the  British  plantations  in  America,  and  is 
Jrom  ttience  transported  to  foreign  markets  which 
i.ere  tieretofore  supplied  from  Great  Britain,  and 
the  hat  makers  in  the  said  plantations  take  many  ap- 
'.irentices  for  very  small  terras,  to  the  discouragement 
)f  the  said  trade,  and  debasing  the  said  manufacture. 
iVherefore  for  preventing  the  said  ill  practices  for 
;he  future  and  for  promoting  and  encouraging  the  trade 
f  making  hats  in  Great  Britain,  be  it  enacted  by  the 
{irig's  most^  excellent  majesty^  by  and  wilh  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after 
the  2.9lh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1732,  no  hats  or  felts  whatsoever,  dyed  or  undyed, 
tinihhed  or  unfinished,  shall  be  shipt,  loaden  or  put 
on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  in  any  place  or  parts 
within  any  of  the  British  plantations,  upon  any  pre- 
text whatsoever,  by  any  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever, and  also  that  no  hats  or  fells,  either  dyed  or 
undyed,  finished  or  unfinished,  shall  be  loaden  upon 
any  horse,  cart  or  other  carriage  to  the  intent  or 
purpose  to  be  exported,  transported,  shipt  off",  car- 
ried or  conveyed  out  of  any  of  itie  said  British  plan- 
tations to  any  other  of  the  British  plantations,  or 
any  other  place  whatsoever,  by  any  person  or  per- 
sons whatsoever.     [Penalty  for  each  offence  £500.] 

Sec.  7.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  no  person  residing  in  any 
of  his  majesty's  plantations  in  America  shall  from 
and  afler  ihe  said  iJOth  day  of  Sept  1732,  maJce  or 
cause  to  be  made  any  felt  or  hat  of  or  with  any  wool 
or  stuff  whatsoever,  unless  he  shall  have  first  served 
as  an  apprentice  in  the  trade  or  art  of  felt  making, 
during  the  space  of  seven  years,  at  least — neither 
shall  any  felt  maker  or  hat  maker  in  any  of  the  said 
plantations  employ,  retain,  or  set  to  work,  in  the 
said  art  or  trade,  any  person  as  a  journeyman  or 
hired  servant  other  than  such  as  shall  have  lawfully 
served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  said  trade  for  the 
space  of  seven  years;  nor  shall  any  felt  maker  or  hat 
maker  in  any  of  the  said  plantations  have,  take,  or 
keep  above  the  number  of  two  apprentices  at  one  time, 
or  take  any  apprentice  for  any  less  term  than  7 
years,  upon  pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  the  sura  of  £5 
for  every  month  that  he  shall  continue  offending, 
&c.  &c. 

Charles  II.— Chap.  7. 
Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  that  from 
and  after  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  Mar-ch,  1664, 
no  commodity  of  the  growth,  production  or  manu- 
facture of  Europe,  shall  be  imported  into  any  land, 
island,  plantation,  colony,  territory,  or  place,  to  bis 
majesty  belonging,  or  which  shall  hereafter  belong 
unto,  or  be  in  the  possession  of  his  majesty,  bis  heirs 
and  successors,  in  Asia,  Africa  or  America  (Tangier 
only  excepted),  but  what  shall  hebonafide,  and  with- 
out fraud,  be  laden  and  shipped  in  England,  Wales, 
or  the  town  of  Berwick  on  Tweed,  and  in  English 
built  shipping,  or  which  were  honajide  bought  before 


the  first  day  of  Oct.  1662,  and  had  such  certificate 
thereof  as  is  directed  in  one  act  passed  the  last  ses- 
sion of  this  present  parliament,  entitled,  "An  act  for 
preventing  frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  his  ma- 
jesty's customs,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

It  may  be  well  to  observe,  that  the  £noouragc> 
ment  allowed  to  the  raanufacture  of  pig  and  bar  iron 
in  the  American  c«lonies,  was  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  furnishing  th«  ""mother  country"'  with  a  material 
which  she  could  not  then  supply  herself  with.  At 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  James  I.  (say  1620),  the 
English  furnaces  yielded  nearly  200,000  tons  of  iron., 
annually — but  in  1745,  the  forests  being  nearly  de- 
stroyed, the  product  of  the  furnaces  fell  to  less  than 
20,000  ions,  and  the  amount  was  yet  further  dimi- 
nished. At  about  the  year  1788,  coke  was  intro- 
duced in  the  place  of  charcoal,  (which  had  before 
been  wholly  relied  on),  and  puMling  followed— an^l 
the  product  of  the  furnaces  soon  advanced  to  150,000 
tons  a  year.  The  "North  American  Review"  places 
the  present  amount  at  more  than  800,000  tons! 

The  British  act  was  then  for  a  two-fold  purpose— 
1st.  to  obtain  a  material  which  Great  Britain  could 
not  furnish  in  herself — and  2d.  to  jrrohibit  all  such  ma- 
nufactures of  it  as  she  was  competent  to  perform.  la 
this  feature  of  her  policy  Great  Britain  has  mani- 
fested, unto  the  present  day,  the  steadiness  of  a 
faithful  needle  in  its  pointing  to  the  poles. 

There  are  many  other  acts  and  proceedings  Of 
like  character  and  tendency — bat  t-ime  will  not  per- 
mit to  give  them  in  detail.  It  is  suSicient  to  say — 
that  sucli  was  British  jealousy  of  flie  progress  of  manu' 
factures  in  America,  (as  weakening  the  hold  of  the 
"mother  country,*'  or  her  oolonies,  and  leading  to 
is'^epek-oence),  that  the  famous  William  Pitt,  (lord 
Chatham),  ardently  attached  as  he  was  to  the  politi- 
cal rights  of  the  colonists,  and  almost  justifying  thena 
in  an  appeal  to  arms  for  the  support  of  those  rights — 
was  yet  so  identified  wilh  the  favorite  policy  of  his 
country,  ne  to  declare,  that  he  could  not  allow  "/Ae 
manufacture  of  a  hob-nail  in  America,''''  as  opening  the 
way  to  the  revolution,  independence,  and  national 
sovereignty. 

This  British  policy  extended  so  far  as  even  to  dis- 
courage the  mantrfttcturers  of  Ireland — for  which  pur- 
pose many  laws  were  passed. 

1  have  a  curious  work  on  this  subject,  published 
at  London  1699— entitled  "An  essay  upon  the  proba- 
ble methods  of  making  a  people  gainers  by  the  ba- 
lance of  trade."  The  author  is  unknown  to  me,  but 
evidently  was  a  person  of  much  importance.  His 
great  purpose  was  to  forbid  to  the  Irish  any  pursuit 
that  might  interfere  with  the  profits  of  Englishmen. 
That  this  policy  was  severely  fell  in  Ihe  colonies, 
now  the  United  States,  abundant  proof  might  be  of- 
fered. I  shall,  however,  present  only  a  few  thing* 
by  way  of  examples. 

For  the  firat  lime,  the  people  of  the  colonies  wer* 
represented  in  a  congress  in  1765 — commonly  called 
the  '*stamp-act  congress,"  and  held  at  New  York. 
Gov.  McKean,of  Pennsylvania,  was  the  last  survi- 
vor of  that  venerable  body.  Though  the  meeting 
was  held  for  the  sole  purpose  of  remonstrating 
against  certain  laws  that  had  been  passed  to  tax  the 
people  of  the  colonies  without  their  consent,  the 
following  extract  from  the  petition  of  that  congress 
to  the  British  housie  of  cominons,  decjdedly  shews 
the  effect  of  the  policy  spolcen  of: 

'Honey  is  already  very  scarce  in  these  colo- 
nies, and  is  still  decreasing  by  the  necessary  expor- 
tation of  specie  from  the  continent  for  the  discharg- 
ing of  our  debts  to  British  merchants^  that  an  im- 
mensely heavy  debt  is  yet  due  from  the  colonies  for 
British  manufactures,  and  that  they  are  still  heavily 
burthened  with  taxes  to  discbarge  the  arrearages  due 
for  ^ids  granted  by  them  in  the  late  war;  that  the 
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balance  of  traile  will  ever  be  much  against  the  cdIo- 
nies,  and  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  whilst  we  con- 
sume her  aiauufactures;  the  demand  of  which  must 
ever  increase  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants settled  here  with  the  means  of  purchasing 
them.  We  therefore  humbly  conceive  it  to  be  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  to  increase  rather  than  di- 
minish those  means,  as  the  profit  of  all  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  ultimately  centre  there  to  pay  for  her 
manufactures,  as  we  are  not  allowed  to  purchase 
elsewhere,  and  by  the  consumption  of  which,  at  the 
advanced  prices  the  British  taxes  oblige  the  mak- 
ers and  venders  to  set  on  them,  we  eventually  con- 
tribute very  largely  to  the  revenues  of  the  crown." 


of  friendship,  been  long  winding  round,  and  round 
us,  and  binding  fast."' 


PART  II. 


The  following  may  serve  to  shew  the  feelings  of 
the  people,  because  of  the  acts  above  noticed  and 
others,  of  the  British  government,  to  force  the  con- 
sumption of  British  goods,  and  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  home  manufactures.  If  time  were  allowed, 
and  it  were  worth  the  while,  many  like  things  might 
be  found  in  the  old  files  of  the  journals  of  the  day- 
some  of  which  are  in  my  possession. 

From  the  Boston  Chronicle  of  ^^piil  7,  1766. 
Providence,  March  12,  1766.  '-On  the  4th  instant, 
eighteen  daughters  of  liberty,  young  ladies  of  good  re- 
putation, assembled  at  the  house  of  doctor  Ephraim 
Boicen,  in  this  town,  in  consequence  of  an  invitation 
of  that  gentleman,  who  hath  discovered  a  laudable 
zeal  for  introducing  home  manufactures.  There 
they  exhibited  a  fine  example  of  industry,  by  spin- 
ning from  sunrise  until  dark,  and  displayed  a  spirit 
for  saving  their  sinking  country,  rarely  to  be  found 
among  persons  of  more  age  and  experience.  The 
doctor  provided  an  elegant  plain  dinner,  and  other 
refreshments  for  the  fair  company;  but  tho«  expend- 
ed but  very  little  time  in  dining,  and  cheerfully  agreed 
to  omit  tea,  to  render  their  conduct  consistent.  Be- 
sides this  instance  of  their  patriotism,  before  they 
separated,  they  unanimously  resolved  that  the  stamp 
act  was  unconstitutional,  that  they  would  purchase  no 
more  British  makufactuues,  unless  it  tie  repealed, 
that  they  would  not  even  admit  the  addresses  of  any 
gentlemen,  should  they  have  opportunity,  without 
they  determined  to  oppose  its  execution  to  the  last 
EXTREMITY,  if  occasioH  required.  We  hear  another 
meeting  of  these  daughters  of  liberty,  with  many  more, 
is  intended  to  be  held  at  the  court  house  some  time 
in  April  next,  there  to  spin  a  handsome  piece  of 
linen,  as  a  premium  to  be  given  the  person  who  shall 
raise  the  greatest  quantity  of  good  flax  in  the  county 
of  Providence  in  the  year  1766." 


It  is  well  known  that  Dr.  Franklin  before,  in,  and 
after  the  revolution,  regarded  our  success  in  manu- 
factures as  indispensable  to  prepare  for,  carry  on,  and 
secure  the  icork  of  independence .  A  little  volume  might 
be  made  up  from  his  various  writings  on  this  sub- 
ject—but 1  shall  only  quote  a  part  of  one  of  his  let- 
ters from  Paris,  dated  May  26,  1777,  addressed  to 
congress;  as  follows: 

'^Every  day's  experience  confirms  to  us,  what  is 
pointed  out  indeed  by  nature  itself,  the  necessity  of 
rendering  America  independent,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  The  present  glorious  though  trying  contest, 
will  do  more  to  render  this  independence  fixed  and 
certain,  if  circumstances  are  seasonably  improved, 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  efl'ected  in  an  age. 
The  manufactory  of  any  one  necessary  article  among 
ourselves,  is  like  breaking  one  link  of  the  chains 
which  have  heretofore  bound  the  two  worlds  together, 
and  which  our  artful  enemies  had,  under  the  mask 


PART  III. 

In  congress,  JMarch  21,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
assemblies,  conventions,  and  councils  of  committees 
of  safety,  and  committees  of  correspondence  and  in- 
spection, that  they  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
promote  the  culture  of  hemp,  flax  and  cotton  and 
the  growth  of  wool  in  these  United  States. 

Resolutions  also  passed  recommeiulinpr  the  organiz- 
ing in  each  colony,  societies  for  the  improvement  of 
agriculture,  arts,  manufactures  and  comnieice,  and 
for  the  introduction  of  the  manufacture  of  duck, 
sail  cloth  and  steel  into  such  colonies,  and  of  im- 
proving, encouraging  and  increast7iff  them  where  they 
were  then  established. 

[The  revolutionary  consress  had  no  power,  ex- 
cept to  recommend  such  things!] 


PAK T  IV, 


The  suflcrings  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
just  after  the  acknowledgment  of  their  independence, 
were  exceedingly  severe.  The  excitement  which 
had  existed  while  the  war  lasted,  was  suddenly 
checked,  and  almost  every  thing  that  was  convert- 
ible into  money  was  forced  into  the  market  to  sa- 
tisfy debts  thoughtlessly  incurred  by  the  purchase 
of  British  goods — with  which  our  country  was  over- 
flowed. 1  have  heard  the  men  of  those  days  speak 
of  this  period  as  having  been  quite  as  gloomy  as 
any  during  the  war— even  at  times  when  the  hope 
of  success  seemed  almost  to  have  abandoned  the 
••friends  of  liberty;'*  and  soms  are  yet  living  who 
well  recollect  them!  To  relieve  the  prevailing  dis- 
tres.'i,  the  legislatures  of  several  of  the  states  en- 
acted protecting  and  other  laws  to  encourage  Ame- 
rican manufactures — but  they  proved  ineff"ectual  be- 
cause of  state  jealousies  and  the  want  of  concert — 
chiefly  brought  about  by  the  old  tories  and  refu- 
gees, and  others  of  the  ''British  party  in  America," 
then,  (as  ever  since),  acting  together,  who,  indirect- 
ly, had  a  powerful  influence  over  the  legislation 
of  the  yet  unfledged  states— hoping  and  believing 
that  "the  king  would  have  his  own  again,"  because 
of  these  distresses  and  the  contentions  that  might 
be  expected  to  follow  from  the  misery  and  want 
of  the  people.  1  have  copies  of  a  good  many  of 
the  protecting  laws  alluded  to — but  the  spirit  of 
the  whole  of  them  is  embraced  in  the  following 
act  of  Massachusetts,  passed  in  the  "cradle  of  the 
revolution"  Sept.  22,  1787,  and  approved  by  gov. 
Sullivan.  The  truth  is,  I  believe,  that  ideas  of  the 
right  and  necessity  of  protecting  the  domestic  in- 
dustry entered  into  the  legislation  of  every  state, 
as  a  paramount  duty — as  indispensable  to  the  du- 
ration of  that  independence  which  had  been  re- 
cently won  by  the  sword.     - 

'■*Jin  act  to  encourage  the  erecting  of  mills  for  slit- 
ting, rolling  and  plating  iron,  and  to  encourage  and 
promote  the  manufacturing  of  nails  within  this  state. 
"Whereas  the  slitting,  rolling  and  plating  of  iron 
and  making  nails  within  this  state  would  prevent  large 
sums  of  money  being  drawn  out  of  the  same  to  fo- 
reign countries.  Therefore  be  it  enacted,  that  mills* 
forges,"  and  engines  for  slitting,  rolling  or  plating  iron 
with  the  necessary  buildings  appertaining  to  them, 
and  nail  houses  or  shops  properly  calculated  for  the 
business  of  making  nails,  which  shall  be  set  up,  erect- 
ed, and  completed  in  this  state  within  three  years, 
I  shall  be  exempted  from  all  taxes,  duties  and  impost- 
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tions  for  the  term  of  ten  years.  The  owners  shall 
have  an  abatement  annually  for  seven  years  in  their 
taxes  for  as  many  poll  taxes  as  Ihcy  shall  employ 
workmen.  Any  person  who  shall  within  one  year 
erect  and  finish  any  mill  for  slitting,  rolling  and  plat- 
ing iron,  shall  have  one  hundrtd  pounds  from  the  trea- 
sury of  the  state,  on  producing  a  certificate  of  any 
tivo  justices  of  the  superior  court  "that  it  is  \he  first 
of  the  kind  in  their  judgment  completed  in  this  state." 
The  justices  of  the  courts  of  genera!  sessions  of  the 
peace  in  the  several  counties  are  directed  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  the  prison  yards,  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  counties,  to  cause  proper  nail  houses  to  be  erected 
therein,  with  at  least  two  forges  in  each  nail  house, 
and  to  provide  tools  and  implements,  coals  and  nail 
rods,  to  employ  prisoners  in  mskinf!;  nails. 

JOHN  SULLIVAN,  president. 
Passed  Sept.  22,  1781." 

I  add  the  following  extract  from  a  handbill  pub- 
lished at  Boston,  on  the  8th  April,  1785,  which 
resulted  in  a  great  meeting  of  the  people,  when 
many  strong  resolutions  were  entered  into  to  pro- 
hibit the  entry  of  British  goods,  and  encourage 
American  manufactures.  "So  strong  was  the  ex- 
citement at  this  period  against  the  refugees  and 
tories  who  were  active  in  throwing  British  manu- 
faclures  into  the  market,  that  the  mechanics  com- 
pelled one  of  the  houses  engaged  in  this  business, 
actually  to  "shut  up  shop,"  and  the  partners  were 
obliged  to  abscond,  from  the  fear  of  being  "tarred 
and  feattiered,  and  carted  out  of  town."  During 
the  revolution,  this  remedy  was  considered  by  our 
ancestors  infallible  for  all  cases  of  suspected  pa- 
triotism; because,  we  suppose,  as  the  "sons  of  li- 
berty" were  resolved  to  stick  to  their  principles, 
they  thought  it  no  more  than  fair  that  those  who 
refused  to  stick  to  them,  should  receive  an  appli- 
cation that  would  be  likely  to  sticrk  to  themselves, 
at  least  till  the  fire  of  patriotism  had  been  kindled, 
so  as  to  warm  and  melt  their  hearts,  as  well  as 
their  coats." 

Extracts  from  the  handbill. 

"Does  not  every  part  of  this  metropolis  severely 
feel  the  amazing  importation  of  British  manufac- 
tures, to  the  prejudice  of  home-made  commodities?* 

*Such  was  the  influx  of  British  goods,  that,  as 
lord  Sheffield  said  in  his  pamphlet  published  in 
1784,  several  kinds  of  British  goods  were  25  per 
cent,  cheaper  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia  than 
in  London!  See  '  Observations  on  the  commerce  of 
the  American  Slates,  by  John  lord  Sheffield."  New 
edition — London,  1784. 

Some  curious  extracts  might  be  made  from  lord 
Sheffield's  book.  He  predicted  that  we  should 
never  grow  much  wool — because  it  became  hairy 
in  the  southern  "provinces,"  and  on  account  of  the 
length  of  the  winters  in  the  northern — hence  cloths 
must  always  be  imported  from  Britain:  that  we 
should  do  but  little  in  works  of  iron:  that  the  want 
of  flint  in  America  would  prevent  the  manufacture 
of  glass:  that  shoes  "must  continue"  a  large  arti- 
cle of  British  exportation,  as  well  as  leather:  that 
buttons  would  be  "one  of  the  last  manufactures 
that  the  Americans  would  attempt:"  that  the  high 
price  of  wool  and  labor  would  forbid  an  extensive 
manufacture  of  hats  "for  centuries:"  he  never  sup- 
posed that  we  would  manufacture  cotton:  or  that  our 
lead  mines  would  not  be  worked,  "for  at  least  many 
ages,"  and  that  all  works  of  lead,  copper,  tin,  <^c. 
would  loiig  be  imported  "ready  made:"  that  so  would 
jewelry,  plate,  Sheffield  and  Birmingham  wares  of 
all  sorts,  chemical  preparations  and  other  medicines, 
very  many  books,  linens,  sail  cloth,  paper,  (except 
very  coarse),  laces,  printed  calicoes,  salt,  gunpow- 
der, &c.,  and  that  England  would  have  a  command 


Are  not  all  the  different  classes  of  mechanics  mate- 
rially injured  by  the  residence  of  English  faclorsi 
who  import  and  vend  cheaper  than  our  citizens  can 
afford  to  sell,  all  the  conveniences  and  luxuries  of 
life.  Hats,  shoes,  ready-made  clothes,  and  all  other 
articles,  are  daily  brought  in  {via  Jlalifax)  and  the 
sinews  of  your  political  existence  cut  off,  to  make 
returns  in  Great  Britain.  A  circulating  medium  is 
not  at  present  to  be  found;  the  rapid  sale  of  their  ac- 
cursfed  commodities  present  the  whole  of  your  cash 
a  peace  offering  at  the  foot-stool  of  George  the  third: 
the  hatter,  the  shoe  maker,  blacksmith,  wheelwiight, 
pewterer,  taylor,  and  all  other  handicraft,  are  now 
marching  in  solemn  procession,  and  begging  charity 
at  the  hands  of  refugee  factors.*  Think  not  the  idea 
overcharged:  Would  to  heaven  I  held  the  trumpet  of 
an  arch-angel,  and  could  rouse  you  from  your  slum- 
bers of  political  death!  But  remember,!  have  warn- 
ed you. 

"Assemble  then,  unitedly  assemble,  place  those 
patriots  in  the  chair  who  framed  the  non-impcrta- 
tion,  and  let  all  the  people  refuse  to  purchase  of  these 
hirelings,  or  barter  the  blood,  the  treasures  of  a  dig- 
nified REPUBLIC,  for  the  gewgaws  of  luxury,  or  even 
the  necessaries  of  life. 

"Above  all,  be  cautious,  be  guarded!  I  hale  the 
bustle  of  mobs,  but  I  venerate  the  glorious  spirit  of 
freemen,  displayed  in  meetings,  to  which  authority 
gives  a  legal  sanction:  Call  on  the  fathers  of  the 
town;  they  will  grant  the  reasonable  request:  Study 
to  discourage  British  traders,  as  their  parliament 
have  discouraged  your  commerce — bid  them  depart 
in  peace,  their  persons  sacred,  their  property  invio- 
late, but  let  them  not  remain,  to  undermine  the  basis 
of  our  empire,  by  silently  sucking  the  blood  of  each 
individual." 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Advocate  has 
supplied  an  extract  which  shews  that  the  distresses 
which  prevailed  at  Boston  were  common  to  New 
York— 

The  following  extract  from  the  Aeto  York  Journal 
and  General  Mverliser  of  1785,  while  it  shews  the 
opinion  of  our  countrymen  immediately  after  the 
close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  applies  with  equal 
force  to  the  present  state  of  our  trade  with  Great 
Britain 

"How  are  we  treated  in  our  trade  by  Britain?— 
We  are  denied  every  privilege!  Justice  demands 
retaliation!  they  laugh  at  our  pusillanimity. 

Attend  to  the  catalogues  of  our  grievances!  our 
trade  is  decreasing!  our  currency  constantly  shipped 
away!  our  merchants  are  supersedfed  by  British  fac- 
tors! our  mechanics  are  ruined  by  British  importa- 
tions. 


PART  V. 


Of  the  Cotistilution. 
That  the  leading  object  of  the  federal  convention 
in  1787,  for  framing  a  constitution,  was  to  protect  the 
industry  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and,  by 
commercial  regulations, — might  be  shewn  by  nume- 
rous references.  One,  however,  is  sufficient,  derived 
from  the  source  that  it  is,  the  now  venerable  Mr.  Madi- 
son, than  whom,  certainly,  no  man  ever  better  under- 
stood the  origin  and  object  of  the  constitution,  being- 
well  entitled  to  be  called  its  "father".  In  1795", 
long  before  the  present  question  as  to  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  the  protecting  laws  was  entertained,  he 
wrote  and  published  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "Political 


of  the  "tea  trade!"    His  lordship's  predictions  were 
about  as  wise  as  those  of  our  own  southern  'philoso- 
phers'—  who  foretold  the  ruin  of  the  revenue   be- 
cause df  the  passage  of  the  tariff  laws! 
*  This  was  a  literal  fact.  H.  N. 
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Considerations  .^c."  in  support  of  the  famous  resolu- 
tions which  he  had  offered  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, at  the  session  of  congress  which  had  just  then 
closed.  A  copy  of  this  pamphlet  is  to  be  found  in 
the  library  of' congress,  one  of  the  books  purchased 
of  Mr.  Jefferson;  and,  in  the  hand  writing  of  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  designa- 
ted as  the  production  of  Mr.  J\]adison,  from  which 
the  following  are  extracts: — 

"It  is  well  known,  that  at  the  peace  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Great  Britain,  it  became  a  ques- 
tion with  the  latter,  whether  she  should  endeavor  to 
regain  the  lost  commerce  of  America,  by  liberal  and 
reciprocal  arrangements;  or  trust  to  a  relapse  of  it, 
into  its  former  channels,  without  the  price  of  such 
arrangements  on  her  part.  Whilst  she  was  fearful 
that  our  commerce  would  be  conducted  into  new  and 
rival  channels,  she  leaned  to  the  first  side  of  the  al- 
ternative, and  a  bill  was  actually  carried  in  the  house 
of  commons,  by  the  present  prime  minister,  corres- 
,  ponding  with  that  sentiment.  She  soon,  however, 
I  began  to  discover  (or  to  hope)  that  the  weakness  of 
our  federal  government,  and  the  want  of  concur- 
rence among  the  state  governments,  would  secure 
her  against  the  danger  first  apprehended.  From  that 
moment  all  ideas  of  conciliation  and  concession  va- 
nished. She  determined  to  enjoy  at  once  the  full 
benefit  of  the  freedom  allowed  by  our  regulations, 
and  of  the  monopolies  established  by  her  own. 

•'In  this  state  of  things,  the  pride,  as  well  as  the 
interest  of  America,  were  every  where  aroused. — 
The  mercantile  world  in  particular,  was  all  on  fire; 
complaints  flew  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other;  projects  of  retaliation  and  redress,  en- 
gros?ed  the  public  attention.  At  one  time,  the  states 
endeavored,  by  separate  efforts,  to  counteract  the 
unequal  laws  of  Great  Britain.  At  another,  corres- 
pondences were  opened  for  uniting  their  efforts.  An 
attempt  was  also  made,  to  vest  in  the  former  con- 
gress, a  limited  power  for  a  limited  time,  in  order 
to  give  eSect  to  tne  general  will. 

"All  these  experiments,  instead  of  answering  the 
purpose  in  view,  served  only  to  confirm  Great  Bri- 
tain in  her  first  belief,  that  her  restrictive  plans  were 
in  no  danger  of  retaliation. 

"It  was  at  length  determined  by  the  legislature  of 
Virginia  to  go  to  work  in  a  new  way.  It  was  propo- 
sed, and  most  of  the  states  agreed,  to  send  commis- 
sioners to  digest  some  change  in  our  general  system, 
that  might  prove  an  effectual  remedy  The  commis- 
sioners met;  but  finding  their  powers  too  circum- 
scribed for  the  great  object  which  expanded  itself 
before  them,  they  proposed  a  convention  on  a  more 
enlarged  plan,  for  a  general  revision  ef  the  federal 
government. 

"From  this  convention  proceeded  the  pre.sent  fede- 
ral constitution,  which  gives  to  the  general  loill  the 
means  of  providing  in  the  several  necessary  cases, 
for  the  general  welfare;  and  particularly  in  the  case  of 
regulating  our  commerce  in  such  manner  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  regulations  of  other  countries. 

"It  was  natural  to  expect,  that  one  of  the  first  ob- 
jects of  deliberation  under  the  new  constitution, 
would  be  that  which  had  been  first  and  most  contem- 
plated in  forming  it.  Accordingly  it  was  at  the  first 
session  proposed,  that  something  should  be  done 
analagous  to  the  wishes  of  the  several  states,  and 
expressive  of  the  efficiency  of  the  new  government. 
A  discrimination  between  nations  in  treaty,  and 
those  not  in  treaty,  the  mode  most  generally  embrac- 
ed by  the  states,  was  agreed  to  in  several  forms,  and 
adhered  to  in  repeated  votes,  by  a  very  great  majori- 
ty of  the  house  of  representatives.  The  senate,  howe- 
ver, did  not  concur  with  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  our  commercial  arrangements  vrere  made 
up  without  any  provision  on  the  subject." 


[Mr.  Madison  then,  after  naming  the  commercial 
regulations  of  Great  Britain,  her  retention  of  the 
'.vestern  posts  and  the  consequent  Indian  wars,  her 
depredations  on  our  lawful  commerce,  and  her  pro- 
bable connivance  at  the  Algerine  piracies,  as  dis- 
tressing evils  at  that  time  suffered  by  us  from  Great 
Britain,  states  that  his  commercial  propositions  of 
1794  were  introduced,  as  a  safe  but  powerful  reme- 
dy applied  to  the  root  of  these  evils.  In  speaking 
of  the  objections  made  to  them,  he  has  the  follow- 
ing paragraph.] 

"Nay,  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  it  was 
maintained  that  the  United  States  had,  on  the  whole, 
little  or  no  reason  to  conjplain  of  the  footing  of 
their  commerce  tvilh  Great  Britain;  although  such 
complaints  had  prevailed  in  every  state,  among  every 
class  of  citizens,  ever  since  the  year  1783;  and  al- 
though the  federal  conslitulion  had  originatkd  in  those 
complaints,  and  had  been  established  with  the  knoron  vieio 
of  redressing  them.'''' 

[Again  he  says:j 

"Had  the  present  federal  government,  on  its  first 
establishment,  done  what  it  ought  to  have  done,  what 
it  was  instituted  for,  and  expected  to  do,  and  what 
was  actually  propo>^ed  and  intended  it  should  do;  had 
it  revived  and  confirmed  the  belief  in  Great  Britain, 
that  our  trade  and  navigation  would  not  be  free  to 
her  without  an  equal  and  reciprocal  freedom  to  us, 
in  her  trade  and  navigation,  we  have  her  own  au- 
thority for  saying,  that  she  would  long  since  have 
met  us  on  proper  grounds." 

Mr.  Madison's  celebrated  letters  of  Sept.  18,  and 
Oct.  30,  1828,  addressed  to  Joseph  C.  Cabell,  esquire, 
are  well  known  They  entirely  support  his  previ- 
ously expressed  opinion  as  to  the  intention  and  pow- 
er of  the  constitution  to  protect  manufactures.  His 
argument  on  that  point  is  unanswered  and  unanswer- 
able.    His  last  letter  concludes  as  follows: — 

"In  the  selection  of  cases  here  made,  as  excep- 
tions to  the  'Let  alone'  theory,  none  have  been  in- 
cluded which  were  deemed  controvertible.  And  if 
1  have  viewed  them,  or  a  part  of  them  only,  in  their 
true   light,  they  show,  what  was  to  be  shown,  that 

THE  POWER  GRAKTED  TO  CONGRESS  TO  ENCOURAGE  DO- 
MESTIC PRODUCTS   BV  REGULATIONS  OP  FOREIGN  TRADE, 

WAS  PROPERLY  GRANTED,  in  as  much  as  the  power  is, 
in  effect,  confined  to  that  body,  and,  may,  when  ex- 
ercised with  a  sound  legislative  discretion,  provide 
the  better  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion." 


PART  VI. 

Proceeditigs  of  thejirgt  Congress— \7fi9. 

I  have  taken  the  trouble  carefully  to  examine  the 
two  octavo  volumes  of  Lloyd's  debates  of  the  first 
congress  under  the  federal  constitution,  which  met 
at  New  York  and  first  formed  a  quorum  on  the  1st 
April,  1789,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if  any  member 
of  that  enlightened  body,  fresh  in  the  spirit  of  the 
national  compact,  had  discovered  any  constitutional 
objection  to  the  porteclion  of  domestic  manufactures — 
but  without  success!  It  was  known,  perhaps  that, 
as  Mr.  Madison  informs,  the  federation  had  its  origin 
in  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  national  industry, 
and  DO  one,  at  so  early  a  period,  thought  of  contest- 
ing the  principle!  And  it  will  be  recollected  that, 
on  the  4lh  July  1789,  the  memorable  act  was  passed 
which  has  the  following  significant  title: 

"Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  encouragement  and  protection  of 
manufactures,  that  duties  be  laid  on  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise  imported." 


C    7     ] 


1  find,  however,  that  t  e  pxunciple  of  protection 
was  recognized  in  very  numerous  cases.  The  fol- 
lowing are  some  of  them: 

[April  8.] 

J\Ir.  Madison  rose  and  observed,  "I  take  the  liberty 
Mr.  chairman,  at  this  early  stage  of  the  businesSj  to 
introduce  to  the  committee  a  subject  which  appears 
to  me,  to  be  of  ihe  greatest  magnitude;  a  subject, 
sir,  that  requires  our  first  attention,  and  our  united 
exertions. 

"No  gentleman  here  can  be  unacquainted  with 
the  numerous  claims  upon  our  justice;  nor  with  the 
impotency  loliich  prevented  the  late  congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  carrying  into  etJect,  tlie  dictates  of 
gratitude  and  policy." 

"The  union,  by  the  establishment  of  a  more  eflec- 
tive  government  having  recovered  from  the  state  of 
imbecility,  that  heretofore  prevented  a  performance 
of  its  duty,  oui^ht,  in  its  first  act,  to  revive  those 
principles  of  honor  and  honesty   that  have   too  long 

lain  dormant." 

***♦###»♦ 

"There  is  another  consideration,  the  states  that 
are  more  advanced  in  population  and  ripe  for  MA- 
NUFACTURES ought  to  have  their  particular  inter- 
est attended  to  in  some  degree;  while  these  states 
retained  the  power  of  making  regulations  of  trade, 
they  had  the  power  to  protect  and  cherish  such  insti- 
tutions; by  adopting  the  present  constitution  they  have 
thrown  the  exercise  of  this  power  into  other  hands — they 
must  have  done  this  with  an  expectation  that  those 
interests  would  not  be  neglected  here." 

********* 

"Duties  laid  on  imported  articles  may  have  an 
effect  which  comes  within  the  idea  of  national  pru- 
dence. It  may  happen  that  materials  for  manufac- 
tures may  grow  up  without  any  encouragement  for 
this  purpose;  it  has  been  the  case  in  some  of  the 
states, — but  in  others,  regulations'have  been  provid- 
ed and  have  succeeded  in  producing  some  establish- 
ment which  ought  not  to  be  allowed  loperish/rom  the 
alleralion  ichich  has  taken  place.  It  would  be  cruel  to 
neglect  them  and  divert  their  industry  to  other  chan- 
nels; for  it  is  not  possible  for  the  hand  of  man  to 
shift  from  one  employment  to  another  without  being 
injured  by  the  change.  There  may  be  some  manu 
factures,  which  being  once  formed,  can  advance  to- 
wards perfection  without  any  adventitious  aid,  while 
others, /or  tranf  of  the  fostering  hand  of  government,  will 
be  unable  to  go  on  at  all, — legislative  attention  will 
therefore  be  necessary  to  collect  the  proper  objects 
for  this  purpose." 

Mr.  Filzsimons.  "It  being  my  opinion,  that  an  enu- 
meration of  articles  will  tend  lo  clear  away  difficul- 
ties, 1  wish  as  many  to  be  selected  as  possible;  for 
this  reason  I  have  prepared  myself  with  an  additional 
number,  which  I  wish  subjoined  to  those  already 
mentioned  in  the  motion  on  your  table;  among  these 
are  some  calculated  to  encourage  the  productions  oj  ottr 
country,  and  to  protect  our  infant  manufactures.^^ 

Mr.  Hartley.  "If  we  consult  the  history  of  the 
ancient  world,  we  shall  see  that  they  have  thought 
proper  for  a  long  time  past,  to  give  great  encourage- 
ment to  establish  manufactures,  by  laying  such  partial  du- 
ties on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  as  to  give  the 
home  manufactures  a  considerable  advantage  in  the  price 
when  brought  to  market." 

Mr.  Ames,  of  Massachusetts.  "All  he  wished  on  the 
present  occasion,  was  to  lay  such  a  duty  as  should 
protect  the  manufacture,  he  feared  no  loss  to  the  reve- 
nue." 

Again,  Mr.  ./Jmes  said — "The  want  of  an  efficient 
government  to  secure  the  manufacturing  interests,  and 
to  advance  our  commerce,  was  long  seen  by  men  of 
judgment  and  pointed  out  by  patriots  solicitous  to 
promote  our  general  welfare." 


Mr.  Moore  of  Va.  «'He  conceived  it  the  duty  of  the 
committee  to  pay  as  much  respect  to  the  encourage- 
ment 2ini\  protection  of  husbandry  (the  most  important 
of  all  interest  in  the  United  States),  as  they  did  lo 
manufactures." 

Mr.  Madison.  It  was  asked,  if  the  business  of  dis" 
tillation  was  able  to  support  itself  under  the  discou- 
ragement of  government,  why  it  would  not  do  as  well 
when  it  received  encouragement?  To  this  it  was  re- 
plied, that  some  of  the  channels  of  the  trade  are  dri- 
ed up,  and  some  obstacles  now  occur  in  procuring 
the  raw  material.  But  is  not  the  population  of  the 
United  States  increased?  and  is  not  the  home  market 
daily  extending  by  natural  means?  what  then  is  to  be 
expected  from  the  tncourajiement  given  but  an  en- 
larged demand? 

Mr.  Clymer  proposed  to  protect  the  manufacture  of 
steel — Mr.  Carroll  that  of  window  glass — Mr.  *^mes 
that  of  nails — Mr.  Bland  lo  lay  a  "prohibitory"  duly 
on  beef,  and  check  the  importation  of  foreign  coal — 
Mr.  Boudinot  to  protect  the  manufacture  of  glass — 
Mr.  Sinnickson  of  beer — Mr.  Fitzsimons  of  tallow 
candles,  and  Mr.  Clymer  of  paper. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  doubted  the  expeditncy  of 
such  general  protection — for  examples: 

Mr.  Bland,  of  Virginia,  said — "When  he  looked  at 
the  list  of  articles  he  saw  some  calculated  to  give 
encouragement  to  home  manufactures;  this  might  in 
some  degree  be  proper,  but  it  was  a  well  known  fact, 
that  the  manufacturing  arts  in  America  were  only  in 
their  infancy,  and  far  from  being  able  to  answer  the 
demands  of  the  country;  then,  certainly,  you  lay  a 
tax  upon  the  whole  community  in  order  to  put  the 
money  in  the  pockets  of  a  few,  whenever  you  bur- 
then the  importation  with  a  heavy  impost." 

And  Mr.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  observed— 'he  should  be 
glad  to  know  what  article  it  was  that  South  Carolina 
would  not  contribute  her  full  p.-'oportion  of  tax 
upon — he  saw  none;  on  the  contrary,  so  far  as  the 
enumeration  went,  the  impost  would  bear  unequally 
upon  her,  and  he  feared  many  others  in  the  list 
would  increase  the  imposition.  He  thought  it  the 
duty  of  the  committee  to  guard  against  an  unequiil 
distribution  of  the  public  burthen  in  every  case,  and 
therefore." 

But  Mr.  Bland  and  Mr.  Tucker  appear  to  have  been 
nearly,  if  not  altogether,  alone,  against  the  general 
expediency  of  protection.  Indeed,  the  first  propos- 
ed io prohibit  the  importation  of  beef,  and  prolect  the 
consumption  of  domestic  coal. 


PART  VII. 

The  "National  Intelligencer,"  in  publishing  the  address  of  the 
Free  trade  Convention  said— It  will  be  setn  that  it  does  not  af- 
Jlrm  ihtT  unconstitutionality  ot  the  tariff  laws,  I  ut  only  suggests 
them  to  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  constituliun.  Tlii-ir  un- 
constitutionality can  only  be  maintained  by  a  perversion  of  rea- 
soning, and  a  total  disregard  of  »ll  testimony.  To  believe  it,  is  a 
belit  f  because  of  impossibility.  The  constitutionality  ot  the  pro- 
tection afforded  to  home  nianufactiiri  s  by  duties  on  imports  was 
indeed  never  seriously  questioned  until  ol  late  years.  When  our 
g.>vernment  went  into  operation,  it  was  the  first  thiv.g  thought 
of,  not  only  by  congress,  but  by  the  people, and  by  ihe  people,  too, 
of  different  parts  of  the  union.  The  great  wui  k  which  we  now 
have  in  the  press,  (the  "American  State  papers"),  contains  nu- 
merous proofs  of  this  fact.  We  have  before  us  at  this  ntoment 
a  copy  of  the  first  petition  ever  presented  to  congress,  which  was 
on  the  11th  day  of  April  1789.  It  was  from  the  people  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  bears  the  signature  of  several  hundred 
citizens,  of  who.n  ft  w  besides  the  present  venerable  senator  from 
Marjland,  ^genera!  Smith),  now  survive.  It  seems  to  us  to  be  of 
sufflcient  interest  at  the  present  moment  to  justify  our  calling 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  it  by  copying  it  entire.  Here  it  is: 
'■'To  the  president  and  congress  of  the  United  States,  the  petition 

of  the  tradesmen,  mechu^ics  .and  others,   of  the  town  of  Bait i- 

more,  humbly  sheiveth: 

'•That,  since  the  close  of  the  late  war,  and  the  completion  of 
the  revolution,  your  petitioners  have  observed,  with  serious  re- 
gret, the  manufacturing  and  trading  interests  of  the  country  ra- 
piidly  declining,  while  the  wealth  of  the  people  hatli  been  prodi- 
gally expended  in  the  purchase  ot  those  articles,  from  foreigners, 
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vhicli  our  cUixenj,  ir  iropeily  encouraged,  weie    fully  comjie- 
ttiit  to  furnish. 

"To  check  thi»  growing  evil,  appHcntions  were  made  by  pe- 
tilions,  to  some  of  the  state  legislatures:  tlipse  guardiaus  of  the 
people,  io  several  of  the  states,  interposed  their  authority:  laws 
were  by  them  enacted,  with  the  view  of  subduing,  or,  at  least, 
liiminishing  the  rage  for  foreign,  and  of  encouraging  domtstie 
•manufactures;  but  the  event  hath  clearly  demonstrated,  to  all 
ranks  of  men,  that  no  eflectual  provision  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected,*until  one  uniform  efficient  government  should  pervade  this 
wide-extended  country. 

*<lhe  happy  period  having  now  arrived  when  the  United  States 
are  placed  in  a  new  situation;  when  the  adoption  of  the  general 
government  gives  one  sovereign  legislature  the  sole  and  exclusive 
power  of  laying  duties  upon  imports;  your  petitiowers  njoice  at 
the  prospect  this  aftords  them,  that  America,  freed  from  the  com- 
mercial shackhs  which  have  so  long  bound  her,  will  see  and 
pursue  her  true  interest,  becoming  independent  in  fact  as  well 
as  in  name;  and  they  confidently  hope,  that  the  encouragement 
and  protection  of  American  manufactures  will  claim  the  earliest 
ettention  of  the  supreme  legislature  of  the  nation;  as  it  is  an 
universally  acknowledged  truth,  that  the  United  States  contain, 
within  their  limits,  resources  amply  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
beciimea  great  manufacturing  country,  and  only  want  the  patron- 
age and  support  of  a  wise,  energetic  government. 

"\'our  petjiioners  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  multiply  argu- 
ments to  so  enlightened  a  body  as  tlie  one  they  have  now  the  ho- 
nor of  addressing,  to  convince  them  of  the  propriety  and  impor- 
tance of  attending  to  measures  so  obviously  necessary,  and,  in- 
deed, iiidibpensatile;  as  every  member  must  have  observed  and  la- 
ment, d  tlie  present  melancholy  state  of  his  country;  the  numtier 
of  p(>or  iiu-i-easmg  for  want  of  eniployment;  (breign  debts  accu- 
mulating; houses  and  lands  depreciating  in  value;  trade  and  ma- 
nufsctures  languishing  and  expiring.  This  bting  a  laiiit  sketch 
of  tlie  gloomy  picture  tliis  couiitry  exhibits,  it  is  to  the  supreme 
legislature  of  the  United  States,  as  the  guardians  of  the  whole 
empire,  thit  every  eye  is  now  directed:  from  their  united  wisdom 
their  patriotism,  their  ardent  love  of  thi  ir  country,  your  peti- 
tioners expect  to  derive  that  aid  and  assistance,  which  alone  can 
dissipate  th(ir  just  apprehensions,  and  animate  them  with  hopes 
ef  success  in  future,  by  imposi':g  on  all  foreign  articles,  which 
can  be  made  in  America,  such  duties  as  will  give  a  just  and  df- 
cided  prettrence  to  their  labors,  and  thereby  discounts  nacing  that 
trade  which  tends  so  materially  to  injure  them,  and  impoverish 
their  country;  and  which  may,  also,  in  their  cousequences,  con- 
tribute to  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  due  support 
of  government. 

"Your  petitioners  take  the  liberty  to  annex  a  list  of  such  arti- 
cles as  are,  or  can  he,  manufactured  in  this  place,  on  moderate 
terms;  and  tht  y  humbly  trust  that  you  will  fully  consider  their 
request;  and  grai4t  thi>m,  in  common  with  the  other  mechanics 
and  manufaeturfTtof  the  United  Stales,  that  relief  which,  in  your 
wisdom,  may  appear  proper." 

[Here  fol'ows,  in  the  original,  a  list  of  articles  manufactured 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  state  of  Maryland,  wliieh  it  does 
liot  seem  necessary  to  copy.]] 

Such  was  the  language  of  that  day.  and  such  the  view  whiih 
the  patriots  who  carried  the  country  through  the  revolution  took 
of  the  nature  and  ot-jects  of  the  general  government;  and  the 
first  thing  which  they  expected  congress  to  attend  to  was  "f/ic 


encouragement  ami  protection  of  American  wnriufactures,^'  bv  a 
tariir  of  duties  on  foreign  goods  imported.  Yet  at  this  dsy  it  is 
gravely  maintained,  and  indeed  solemnly  resolved,  after  a  lapse 
of  forty. two  years,  that  the  tariff  is  unconstitutional! 

Just  one  week  after  the  above  petition,  another  was  presenfct* 
to  congress  from  the  citizens  of  New  York,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing   is  extracted: 

"Your  petitioners  conceive  thit  their  countrymen  have  been 
deluded  by  an  appeai'ance  of  plenty;  by  the  profusion  of  Joreigu 
articles  which  has  deluged  the  country;  and  thus  have  mistaken 
excessive  importation  lor  a  flourishing  trade.  To  this  deception 
»hey  impute  the  continuance  of  that  immoderate  prepossession 
in  fsvor  of  foreign  commodities,  which  has  been  the  principal 
cause  of  their  distresses,  and  the  subject  of  their  complaint. 

"Wearied  by  their  fruitless  exertions,  your  petitioners  have 
long  looked  forward  with  anxiety  for  the  establishment  of  a  govern- 
ment which  would  have  power  to  check  the  growing  evil,  anil 
extent!  a  protecting  hand  to  the  interests  of  commerce  and  the 
arts.  Such  a  government  is  now  established.  On  the  prodailga- 
tion  of  the  constitution  just  now  commencing  its  operations,  your 
petitioners  discovered  in  its  principles  the  remedy  which  tjiey  lia,i 
so  long  and  so  earnestly  desired.  They  embraced  it  witli  ardor 
and  have  supported  it  with  persevering  attachment.  Huy  view' 
with  the  highest  satisfaction  the  prospects  now  openingand  adorn- 
ing  this  auspicious  period.  To  your  honorable  body  tl»e  mc 
chanics  and  manufactures  of  New  York  look  up  with  confidence 
convinced  that,  as  the  united  voice  of  America  has  furnished' 
you  with  the  means,  so  your  knowledge  of  the  common  wants 
hss  given  y.^u  the  spirit,  to  unbind  our  fetters,  and  rescue  our 
country  from  disgrace  and  ruin." 

A  few  days  after wardsj  another  petition  was  presented  from  the 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract' 

'•Your  petitioners  need  not  inform  congress  that,  on  the  revival 
of  our  mechaoical  arts  and  manufactures  depend  the  wealth  and 
prosperity  of  the  northern  states;  nor  can  we  forbear  mentionin!; 
to  your  honors  that  the  ciiixens  ot  these  states  conceive  the  object 
of  their  independenee  but  half  obtained  till  those  national  pur- 
poses are  established  on  a  permanent  and  extensive  basis  by  the 
legislative  acts  of  th;'  federal  government.  Unless  these  impor- 
tant branches  are  supported,  \ve  humbly  conceive  that  our  agri- 
culture must  greatly  decline,  as  the  impoverished  state  of  our  s(  a- 
purts  will  eventually  lessen  the  demand  for  the  produce  of  our 
lands." 

"Your  petitioners  formerly  experienced  the  patronage  of  this 
stale  legislature,  in  their  act  laying  duties  and  prohibitions  on 
certain  articles  of  manufacture,  which  encourages  your  petition- 
ers to  request  that  heavy  duties  may  be  laid  on  such  articles  as 
are  manufactured  by  our  own  citizens,  humbly  conceiving  that 
the  impost  is  not  soUly  considered  by  congress  as  an  object  of 
revenue,  but.  in  its  operation,  intended  to  exclude  such  importa- 
sions,  and,  ultimately,  establish  these  several  branches  of  manu- 
facture among  ourselves." 

At  that  day  the  honest  people  who  m.«4e  Uie  oo,>,.-,n.tion  it 
will  be  seen,  so  far  from  having  ary  misgiving?  of  !i.,..d  as  to  the 
po-wcr  of  congress  to  protect  manutacturex,  supposed  that  it  was 
a  lea.ling  object  for  which  the  general  government  was  estab- 
lished. 

We  ask  the  anti-national  editors  to  do  just  so  much  justice  to 
the  general  government  and  the  tariff  laws,  as  to  copy  the  above 
statement  of  facts  concerning  the  early  legislation  of  congress. 


§J»  Mr.  Madisoii^s  resolutions  of  the  3rd  January  1794,  covered  the  whole  ground  of 
the  "American  System."  The  first  proposed  an  additional  duty  of  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
on  the  importation  of  a  great  variety  of  manufactures  from  nations  having  no  commercial 
treaty  with  us.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  power  to  do  this,  and  the  object  of  these  resohi- 
tions,  it  is  notorious,  was  so  to  "regulate  commerce"  as  to  produce  reciprocity  in  exchanges 
of  t'le  products  of  industry.  Mr.  Ames,  and  others,  who  opposed  these  resolutions,  never 
questioned  ihe'iY  constitutionality.  On  the  21st  April,  in  the  same  year,  a  resolution  passed 
the  house  of  representatives,  under  the  power  to  "regulate  commerce,"  to  prohibit  all  inter- 
course, as  it  respected  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

If  there  is  power  to  prohibit,  surely  there  must  be  authority  for  a  reduced  exertion  of 
that  power,  in  the  assessment  of  duties! 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  one  of  his  messages  to  confrresp,  suggested  "prohiliilioiis"-  for  the  f<aj>- 
port  of  domestic  manufactures;  and,  if  the  power  to  ^regulate  commerce"  extended  to  the 
prohibition  of  commerce,  as  was  established  by  the  embargo — may  those  who  supported  that 
embargo,  and  the  subsequent  non-importation  laws  [of  whom  I  was  one],  question  the' consti- 
tutionality of  prescribing  rates  at  which  goods  may  be  imported:  The  great  surely  includes 
the  less  power.  The  most  severe  strain  that  the  constitution  ever  encountered,  (in  my  opinion), 
was  in  the  principle  involved  in  the  embargo  question.  Those  who  accepted  that  pnnciple — 
who  "swallowed  that  camel,  are  now  straining  at  a  gnat." 
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